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as the invariable antecedents of changes which,
under given conditions, make their appearance,
and which we call " effects" of the antecedents.
Causation, in short, is a relation of constant
sequence, under which one group of phenomena
is transformed into another group. All sequence,
he of course insisted, is not causal sequence.
Many sequences are only coincidences, and occur,
as we say, by chance; the supreme purpose of
scientific inquiry is to detect those sequences in
nature that are really invariable, and to note
the marks which separate them from those that
are only casual. On its surface nature looks like
a chapter of accidents; deeper insight discloses
an inherent steady order or cosmos into which
the chaos may be resolved. And progress of
science consists in gradual resolution of accident-
ally connected events into their inherent orderly
or causal articulation. This deeper conception
of the universe is conception of a network of
orderly changes, unfolding themselves as it were
under laws imposed by a lawgiver, laws which
we believe to be steady, and in which we trust.
A cause is not an invisible something called
power, contained in a visible object. It is
simply a relation of priority, which the things
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